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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Requires any attorney, other than a public defender or post 
conviction defender, or any expert, consultant or advisor, who is appointed or retained by an 
attorney appointed under this part and provided to an indigent defendant, to file a disclosure of 
financial interest statement with the Ethics Commission if the attorney, expert, consultant or 
advisor is paid an aggregate amount of more than $500 in fees, commissions, or other forms of 
compensation in any calendar year. Requires a $100 fee to accompany the annual disclosure 
form. 
 
 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
 Increase State Revenue - Exceeds $200,000       

 Increase State Expenditures – Not Significant  
 
 Assumptions: 

 

• According to the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC), there are approximately 
2,000 attorneys and 400 experts (includes investigators, mitigation specialists, etc.) who 
will be required to file the disclosure statement and pay the fee. 

• This estimate is based on those attorneys and experts retained or appointed to criminal 
cases only. 

• For purposes of this fiscal note, interpreters have not been included in the fiscal impact 
since this is considered a non-attorney expense by the AOC. 

• According to the AOC, an overwhelming majority of these attorneys and experts will 
make an aggregate amount of more than $500 per year.  

• If 90% or 2,160 attorneys and experts will be required to file a disclosure statement and 
pay a $100 filing fee, the increase in state revenue is estimated to exceed $200,000. 

• The amount of revenue could increase, depending on whether interpreters are included 
in the group who are required to file a disclosure statement and pay a fee, and whether 
attorneys and experts retained or appointed to civil cases involving indigent defendants 
are included. 

• Any additional filings by such attorneys and experts can be accommodated by the Ethics 
Commission without an increase in personnel or a reduction in other budget items.  Any 
increase in state expenditures will be not significant.   
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CERTIFICATION: 

 
 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

        
Lucian D. Geise, Executive Director 
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